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Napoleon with a large force on the Continent. At the War
Office his first care was to bring the numbers of the English
forces up to a war level, to collect accurate and up-to-date
information and to organise his Department so that an
army could always be punctually sent wherever the country's
foreign policy demanded. He immediately raised 30,000
regulars from the militia and enlisted men quickly for an
offensive campaign. The militia was to be responsible for
home defence and was also a great recruiting and training
ground for the regular army: from 1805 over 100,000 men
were drafted from the militia to the army.1 He also secured
the re-appointment of Wellesley, who had been removed on
the battlefield of Vimiero in 1808, and he remained to the
end his faithful supporter: the great general wrote: " If I
had been your brother you could not have been more careful
of my interests/'2 Later at the Foreign Office he continued
his energetic measures: he secured a timely peace with
America, he did his utmost to stabilise the European oppo-
sition, he had 40,000 more troops raised in 1813, and furnished
£10,000,000 to continental Powers: he then went personally
to Europe and engineered the Treaty of Chaumont in 1814.
It was, in fact, his influence and power which preserved
this final Coalition. By the Treaty of Chaumont, England,
Russia, Austria and Prussia were bound to an offensive
and defensive alliance, each contracting to keep 150,000
men in the field; England, in addition, promised to maintain
her fleet and provide £5,000,000 per year for the allies.
This made England master of the Coalition, and she was
able to see that the allies fulfilled their promises. Castle-
reagh thus claims a large share of the credit for organising
the final effort which crushed Napoleon.
Perceval, Prime Minister from 1809 to 1812, and Liver-
pool, his War Minister and his successor as Prime Minister,
were both capable men, anxious to pursue an energetic
policy, Perceval was an able orator and had been Solicitor
and Attorney-General: in 1810 the Budget, which he intro-
duced, largely increased the war expenditure and doubled
1	Grant-Robertson, England under the Hanoverians, p. 452,
2	Fortesciie, British Statesmen of the Great War, p. 270,

